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Friday 22nd January 2021 

Dear Parents and Students, 

I hope this newsletter finds you safe and well.  

Many thanks to all our Y7 parents who attended our first ever virtual parents evening.  It would 

appear that many schools were remoting onto the system at a similar time which caused a couple of 

issues – thank you for your patience on the night.  If any appointment was missed, the Y7 teacher 

will be in touch to speak to you at an agreed time.  My apologises for any inconvenience caused, we 

are assured by SchoolCloud that the issues are now resolved for future parent evenings.   

For parents with children in Y11 and Y13, you may now have had the chance to read the consultation  

Proposed changes to the assessment of GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2021 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

which generally concurs on the finer detail of proposed ‘tests’ in the summer term.  Based on this, I 

must stress the importance of continued hard work and revision for those year groups.  Y11 LP2 

tests will be will be run virtually from 3rd February 2021 and Y13 from 1st March 2021.  

Next week, Y9 will be completing some online tests to review student progress to date.  Students 

have been briefed this afternoon via an assembly.  Looking forward, Conexus Tutor Company will 

commence work with some identified Y8, Y9 and Y10 to help them address any learning gaps.  If 

your child is involved, you will be contacted by the end of next week.  

You will have picked up in the press that schools are expecting some information about likely 

reopening plans from the DFE next week.  I will inform you all at the earliest opportunity to support 

families and their work/childcare arrangements.  

On Friday 29th January at 6.15pm, we invite you all to the YouTube televised Educate 

Awards.  Rainhill High is very excited to have been nominated for an award this year.  Fingers 

crossed! 

As ever, I would like to thank you for all the heartfelt messages coming into school.  I am delighted 

that you feel we are having a real impact in many ways.  We will continue to provide the best 

possible provision in these challenging circumstances.  

Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Mrs Thorogood, Headteacher. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021
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RAINHILL SAYS THANK YOU! 
Over the last three weeks, our mass testing has been staffed by community volunteers. Thank you to 
all those involved, it’s been a fantastic effort. We are incredibly grateful for their generosity of time 
to help keep students and staff keep safe in the pandemic. Quite simply - we could not do it without 
you. 

Should you wish to join the team, please take a look at the advert below to get in touch. 

CAN YOU HELP? VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SCHOOLS ROUTINE TESTING 
Would you like to volunteer and help us? 

We are currently looking for an army of volunteers to carry out various roles following the 
Government announcement to deliver weekly lateral flow tests from January onwards to staff and 
pupils in secondary schools until Easter 2021.  

There will be a variety of roles to be undertaken: 
- Quality Lead 
- Team Leaders 
- Testing Assistants 
- Test Processors 
- COVID 19 Coordinators 
- Admin roles 
- Cleaners 

If you are available immediately on a weekly basis, we would love to hear from you, whether you are 
a parent, community orientated or just have spare time on your hands. 

Training will be provided as well as full PPE equipment. 

Please fill out the Volunteer application on our school website available at 
www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/vacancies and return to jobs@rainhillhighschool.org.uk or 
Mrs A Mawdsley, HR Manager at the above address. 
These roles will be subject to the statutory enhanced safeguarding checks.  

RAINHILL SAYS THANK YOU! 

            
Alan Heaton   Charlotte Johnson    Carla Ellis     Joel Egan   Julie Gibson  Kelley Black  

 

                        

Kate Stevenson  Black  Lisa Cashman     Linsay Kerr   Paula Burgess   Yvonne Doyle  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Sheila Welsby  

• Cath Kwasnicki  

• Shirley Mahoney  

• Sara Barnes  

• Victoria Kearns  

• Jennifer Pari  

• Victoria Kearns 

 

http://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/vacancies
mailto:jobs@rainhillhighschool.org.uk
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PARENTAL THANK YOU COMMENTS 
Thank you to everyone for their kind words of support. They really are a morale boost in these 
difficult times.  

 

“I just wanted to pass on my thanks to your Y7 teachers.  Parents Evening must have been a 
challenge for them this evening with the fact that the children have only competed a term with them 
and that it had to be done online. You could have quite easily avoided a parents’ evening during this 
crazy time, but you didn’t and it was great to be able to speak to a number of my daughter’s 
teachers. Please pass on my thanks and apologies to those teachers where the technology meant we 
didn’t meet!”  
 
“I would like to thank you for the way the teaching has been handled online. It is a real credit to the 
teachers and the school.”  
 
“I just wanted to provide some feedback with regards to how excellent I believe the provision of 
home education has been since the start of term via Microsoft Teams. People are often quick to 
criticise and reluctant to give praise so I wanted to let you know that I think the school is doing a 
fantastic job. Please could you pass on my thanks to everyone at Rainhill High”. 
 

“My son is very happy at the moment going into school despite the circumstances. I also work in a 
school and understand the challenges you are all facing so thanks for everything!” 
 

“Thank you very much for your help and pass on our appreciation of the teaching staff getting online 
teaching set up in such an effective manner for the children-it has really helped.” 
 
“Thank you so much for your message, this has made my day. My daughter absolutely loves Spanish 
and I hear a little bit of your lesson today which was lovely to listen to.  Love your enthusiasm! 
Thanks again for your recognition.” 
 
“Thank you so much for the positive feedback! My thanks to all in the teaching profession, for your 
commitment to our kids learning, at what is a very difficult time for everyone.”  
 
“Thank you for taking the time to praise my son for his attitude and contribution during this difficult 
time. It will really boost his confidence and morale as he continues to work hard. I will pass the 
message on to him. Thanks for all of your hard work, it is much appreciated.” 
 
“Thank you so much for this wonderful message I have read it out to my son, he said thank you and 
he is looking forward to his next lesson.” One happy mum! 
 
“Thank you for your email, I am very grateful to receive such positive feedback and will relay this. It 
all has a positive impact and is very encouraging to the children to receive praise for their efforts in 
these difficult times.  You are all doing an amazing job at Rainhill High.” 
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EDUCATE AWARDS 2021 

Following the exciting news that our PE dept had been shortlisted for Outstanding Commitment to 

Secondary School Sport, we caught up with Head of PE, Yacine Rachi, to get his thoughts ahead of 

next Friday’s virtual awards ceremony. 

 
1. How did you feel when you were first told the school had been nominated? 

I was really proud to accept the nomination on behalf of the whole school and that really is 
the case. The nomination really is in recognition of the time and effort that school dedicate to 
sport and its understanding of all the benefits that sport and regular exercise can have on 
people. The PE department give up endless hours to put on recreational clubs, fitness 
sessions, practices and to take fixtures but in order to receive such a nomination you need 
the pupils and the local community to buy into it. We have a revolving door of pupils down in 
PE; before, during and after school to take part. Without their dedication and the support of 
their parents, the heights we have hit in recent years simply would have been possible. I 
accepted the nomination on behalf of all of these people. 
 

2. What do you think is the best thing about working in and leading this department?   
I feel I am really lucky to work in the school as a whole and lead such a fantastic department.  
The PE team who I work with are selfless in their desire to make sport and exercise central to 
all pupils’ lives. We are a fully inclusive department ensuring we celebrate on the field 
success and encourage everyone to see fitness and wellbeing as important. Staff, both inside 
and outside of the department, are generous with their time and make extra-curricular 
activities happen. That being said, the pupils are the driving force behind everything we do. 
The numbers in which they attend, come rain or shine, is why we do what we do. Without 
them, any success we may achieve simply isn’t possible.   
 

3. What achievements are you most proud of in the last 12 months? 
That’s a difficult one really due to how Covid has impacted on the last 12 months of 
competition so you probably have to go back to the Summer of 2018 for full seasons. The 
Year 11 Boys football team made it to the last four of the National Cup which was the first 
time in the school’s history and as a group, we had been together for five years. There are 
lots of other highlights. Another Town Sports Athletics triumph in the same summer was also 
another fantastic achievement but to make a regional athletics final in national level was just 
as sweet as it shows real progression. Girls rugby has gone from strength to strength and we 
had just qualified for the National finals after winning the North West Championships before 
last March’s lockdown which was a huge shame; but what makes me most proud are the 
numbers that continue to come and take part week in and week out. PE is such a bustling 
and busy part of the school and the numbers continue to rise. More girls playing in our 
football teams and more boys attending extra-curricular gymnastics shows how keen are 
pupils are to get involved in all manner activities and that makes me most proud.   
 

4. What challenges have you had to overcome due to lockdown? 
PE is such a hands-on and active subject that it has been a huge challenge for all of us.  
However, as with any challenge comes opportunity and some other sports and activity areas 
have really added pupils with new impetus and vigour. Racquet sports have seen a real push 
to the fore since lockdown as they can be played at a safe, social distance so Table Tennis 

NEWS THIS WEEK 
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and Badminton have been increasingly popular in lessons and for extra-curricular clubs this 
year. We have taken the opportunity to offer even more trampolining to our pupils, which is 
always popular and after four new routes were put up around the site during lockdown 
orienteering, this has given the pupils a great chance to keep active and work on their map 
and other outdoor skills.  
 

5. What opportunities has lockdown brought? 
I think the biggest memory of lockdown will be how the whole school community pulled 
together in our Olympic challenge. In any ‘normal’ school year you rarely get the opportunity 
to engage with the community on such a mass basis but the constant stream of entries on 
twitter and email were really uplifting at times.  It was great to see such a wide range of 
exercises as well.  People performed 5k and 10k runs, long bike rides and dog walks. The 
whole community were taking part in family exercise and it was great to see, follow and 
document. In total, we clocked 14,680km which is an unbelievable achievement and really 
shows the strength of our local community and our desire to put the school at the heart of it.   

The Educate Virtual Awards ceremony will take place on Friday 29th January at 6:15pm and will be 
streamed live on the Educate Awards YouTube channel. 

Be sure to tune in next week to see if Rainhill High’s nomination is successful. 

Good luck PE! 
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INTER-HOUSE HISTORY COMPETITION 
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RAINHILL EXPERIENCE - LOCKDOWN CHALLENGE TWO 
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 

Be the Light in the Darkness 
From Wednesday 27th January onwards, students at Rainhill will reflect during the National 
Holocaust Memorial Day 2021 – Be the Light in the Darkness. 

During form time, students will watch and discuss a short film which features the testimony of 
Auschwitz Survivor, Mr Zigi Shipper, BEM. The film reminds us all why it is so important to remember 
those affected by this event and ensure it never happens again. The film also prompts students to 
consider the ways individuals and communities resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during 
and after genocide 

   

On Wednesday or Thursday, all students will explore the theme in lesson time.  

Be the Light in the Darkness is an affirmation and a call to action for everyone marking Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 

This theme asks us to consider different kinds of ‘darkness’, for example, identity-based persecution, 
misinformation, denial of justice; and different ways of ‘being the light’, for example, resistance, acts 
of solidarity, rescue and illuminating mistruths. 

Students will listen to an interview by Dr. Martin Stern MBE and discover who was the light in his 
darkness as he tells his story.  

This is a really important day to help students reflect on the events on history and the wider world 
around them. It also asks them to think about how they can make a difference. 

Form time: Y7, Y8, Y10 
Form time: Y9, Y11 and Sixth Form 

For more information, please visit www.het.org.uk  

Miss Bryant, Head of Citizenship.  
 
EDULINK APP 
Edulink is the main source of communication from school to all parents to inform them of any 
updates or information relating to your child or the school. If you currently do not access Edulink, 
could you please contact jeanette.rigby@rainhillhigh.org.uk so that a password and username can 
be provided. 

Main School Office.  

https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/2021/PowerPoints/HMD-PSHE-day-2021-Be-the-light-in-the-darkness.pdf
https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/2021/PowerPoints/HMD-form-time-2021-Be-the-light-in-the-darkness-1.pdf
http://www.het.org.uk/
mailto:jeanette.rigby@rainhillhigh.org.uk
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YEAR 9 LP2 
Year 9 LP2 commences Monday 25th January. These LPs will be online and under 'test' 
considerations. Pupils entitled to additional time will receive this. 

Please encourage your child to revise for these tests and, if possible, support us in ensuring that the 
test is taken in a quiet area and under examination conditions: 

• in silence (we are asking that microphones are left on to enable us to monitor this) 
• no mobile phones or smart watches nearby 
• no texts or revision aids nearby 

Please click here to view the LP timetable. 

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
YEAR 11 LP2  
We are still awaiting details about how GCSE and BTEC grades are to be awarded this year and we 
will still need to collate evidence of your child's progress and attainment in school. To this end, we 
will be sitting these examinations during the two weeks from Wednesday 3rd February. 

Details about how we will manage the process will follow in next week's newsletter. 

In the meantime, subjects are setting revision materials and our students should be revising.   

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
STUDENT SAFEGUARDING - TALK TO US 
Are you worried, anxious or cannot cope that is impacting on you?  

Do not feel that you can contact you form tutor/YSM/YPL or any other adult you trust in school? 

You can go to the student section of the website, select the ‘Talk to Us – Student Safeguarding’ tab.  
Located – student link on school website  
  
By completing the linked form, this will in turn be sent to the Child Protection officer in school. They 
will then pick this up and contact you. 
 

Your child’s form tutors and YPL has launched this with all students this week/next week. 

Mrs Munro, Deputy Headteacher.  
 

 

https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Y9-LP-Timetable.pdf
https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/student-links
https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/student-links
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WHY CHOOSE RAINHILL SIXTH? - DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 
I am delighted to announce that this year we have had a record number of applications to Rainhill 
Sixth. With the deadline for applications fast approaching, it is really important that your 
son/daughter gets their application in for the deadline of Friday 29th January 2021 if they have not 
already done so.  

Below I have outlined some of the reasons why your son/daughter should continue their Sixth Form 
study at Rainhill: 

• We know our students. We know their strengths and weaknesses and we know what they 
will need to understand to ensure they are not disadvantaged when undertaking post-16 
study. 

• The transition from GCSE to A-level/Applied study is steep and it is now steeper as students 
have missed parts of their GCSE education due to the lockdowns. We will work hard to make 
sure students are not disadvantaged from missing school due to the lock-downs. We always 
have our students’ best interests at the core of what we do. 

• Small class sizes and bespoke support in the Sixth Form will ensure students are quickly 
brought up to speed for Sixth Form study and are not disadvantaged. 

• All students who apply to the Sixth Form are offered a guidance interview about their course 
choices and a chance to discuss future steps beyond Sixth Form. This will take place on 
Thursday 25th February between 4-7pm and further information will be sent out soon. 

• Students will be given the chance to attend summer taster events for Science Academy, Arts 
Academy and a Taste of Sixth Form day to help them feel at home.  

• Students will also take part in Induction days in September to ensure they are best prepared 
for the rigours of Sixth Form study. 

If you have any questions regarding any aspect of applying for Rainhill Sixth, please come and see us 
in the Rainhill Sixth building. 

Mr Cunningham, Director of Rainhill Sixth 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF READING 
“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book.” J.K. Rowling 

At Rainhill High School we recognise the importance of reading and how our pupils’ successes in life 
will be defined by an ability to read fluently and skilfully. 

During the current lockdown our curriculum will continue to prioritise the explicit teaching and 
practise of reading skills. To complement this at home it is essential that your child finds time to read 
each day – which is one of our Rainhill Standards. Reading for pleasure has never been more 
important. Studies have shown that reading for as little as six minutes can reduce stress levels by 
60% and in addition to this has countless positive benefits to academic progress. 
 

 
 
If you are looking for some inspiration when selecting books to read, here are a couple of 
suggestions: 

The Book of Hopes 
Katherine Rundell 
The Book of Hopes aims to comfort, inspire and encourage children during lockdown 
through delight, new ideas, ridiculous jokes and heroic tales. 

Yankee Girl 
Mary Ann Rodman 
An unflinching story about racism and culture clash in the 1960s. 

The Book Thief 
Markus Zusak (KS4 and above) 
The Book Thief is a historical novel by Australian author Markus Zusak, and is his most 
popular work. 

A more detailed reading list for each year group is available on the school website. Happy 
Reading! 

Miss Dickman, Head of English. 
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MICROSOFT TEAMS DEVICE ACCESS 
Online lessons can be accessed via a range of electronic devices via the Microsoft Teams platform. 
To support online learning a laptop would be the most preferred device. Online lessons can also be 
accessed via iPad, Mobile Phones, PlayStation, Xbox. 

If your child is struggling to engage in online lesson due to device or network connectivity issue 
please contact your child’s Year Student Manager to discuss 

Please click here for guidance on how to use Microsoft Teams on a PlayStation and Xbox. 

Mrs Munro, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
MICROSOFT TEAMS GUIDE 
Please click here to view a brief help sheet relating to accessing and using MS Teams. 

Please can you call school as normal if your child is unwell and cannot attend the remote lesson.  

Should you need any support with MS Teams or the features within it, please do not hesitate to 
contact me via laura.johnson@rainhillhigh.org.uk. 

Miss Johnson, Associate Assistant Headteacher - Blended Learning. 
 

ZOOM GUIDE 
A guide to Zoom is attached here.  
 
REMOTE LEARNING AND LIVE LESSONS 
Please can you take time to read the updated Live Lesson Guide for Students. There are a few minor 
changes that are necessary in light of our experience this week. 

Mrs Segal, Deputy Headteacher. 
 
REMOTE LEARNING TOP TIPS 
Please see below Top Tips for parents on supporting your child with Remote Learning 

1. Download the Teams app, if possible as this has more functionality than using Teams online 
and may stop any glitches you have experienced.  

2. Ensure your child has changed their password from the standard password issued by school.  
The password should be unique and ideally contain upper and lowercase letter, numbers 
and a special character such as: ‘#’ or ‘!’ 

3. Your child’s camera should not be on at any point during a live lesson or for any other use of 
Teams. 

4. Your child’s microphone should be muted and only unmute if the teacher has asked them to 
respond to a question or share their thoughts.  

5. That chat facility on Teams is a great way for your child to ask the teacher a question about 
their learning.  The chat should not be used to have any off-topic conversation or for your 
child to speak to other pupils. It’s important to remind your child that despite being at 
home, the same level of behaviour and conduct exists as if they were in school.  

6. Your child should be following their normal school timetable and whilst not all lessons are 
taught live, resources will be provided. Keeping to their normal school schedule and wearing 
their school uniform will help your child keep on top of their daily learning.  

7. Encourage screen breaks. Remote learning will inevitably require more interaction with 
phones, computers, laptops and other devices. During breaks, encourage your child to step 
away from the screen.  

https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Teams-on-Xbox-PlayStation-Guide-2.pdf
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Parent-and-Student-Guide-to-Microsoft-Teams.pdf
mailto:laura.johnson@rainhillhigh.org.uk
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Zoom-Guide.pdf
https://rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/Live-Lesson-Guide-for-Students-v3-8-JAN.pdf
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UPDATING PARENT DETAILS 
A feature is available on the Edulink One App. All parents will have the ability to update their 
own personal details. The submission will be verified, checked and updated on SIMS.  
 

 
DT/CONSTRUCTION INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (Y9/Y10/Y11) 
The DT/Construction department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which allows 
staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the department.  

You can find the account with the username: @Dt_Construction_rhs 
 
FOOD TECH INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (Y9/Y10/Y11)  
The Food Tech department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account which portrays 
pupils’ food products in the department and allows staff, parents and students to find out 
what has been going on. 
 

You can find the account with the username: @RHS-FoodTech. 
 
RHS PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT 
The Performing Arts department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account for our private 
Music lessons. 

You can find the account with the username: @Rainhillhighmusic  

 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT (Y9/Y10/Y11) 
The Modern Foreign Languages department have set up a dedicated Instagram Account 
which allows staff, parents and students to find out what has been going on in the 
department. 
 
You can find the account with the username: @Rainhilllanguages. 
 
 
 
 

HELP AND SUPPORT 
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CURRICULUM QUERIES 

Heads of Department 

English Y7, Y8 & Y9 Miss Lunt  Philosophy & Ethics Miss Goss  
English Y10  Mrs Jones Sociology  Mr Jarvis 
English Y11 Ms Dickman Computer Science Miss Johnson 
Mathematics Y7, Y8 & Y9 Miss Carson Business Studies Mr Jarvis 
Mathematics Y10 & Y11 Mr Rimmer Art/DT Mr Bennett 
Science Miss Robinson Languages Miss D’Anna  
Biology  Dr Gordon Food  Mrs Bolland 
Chemistry  Dr Beswick Performing Arts Mrs Renison 
Physics Mr Hurst PE Mr Rachi 

History Mr Procter Life Skills Miss Bryant 
Geography Mrs Parkinson (PSHE/Citizenship)  
 

Pastoral Queries 

Stage 1  Form Tutor  
Stage 2 Year Student Manager  
Stage 3 Year Progress Leader  
Stage 4  Deputy Headteacher Mrs. Munro 
Stage 5 Headteacher Mrs. Thorogood 
 

Pastoral Structure  

Y7 Student Manager Mrs Foster Y7 Progress Leader Mr Wood 
Y8 Student Manager Miss Seddon Y8 Progress Leader Miss West 
Y9 Student Manager Mrs Martin Y9 Progress Leader Mr Shoebridge 
Y10 Student Manager Miss Gordon Y10 Progress Leader Miss Williams 
Y11 Student Manager Mrs Quirk Y11 Progress Leader Mr Giles 
 

Formal Complaints 

If you wish to formally complain, please use the link below to find our complaints procedure.  

https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/2020/Complaints-Procedure-2019.pdf 

https://www.rainhillhighschool.org.uk/uploads/PDFs/2020/Complaints-Procedure-2019.pdf

