
 

What is the local offer? 
Our local offer is information for parents/carers of children who have 
Special Educational Needs or a disability (SEND), and for those children with 
additional needs. The information outlines the support and provision they can expect 
to receive whilst attending Rainhill High Media Arts College. 

How is a Special Educational Need Defined? 

A child may have special educational needs or disabilities (SEND) if he or she has a 
problem which makes it more difficult for them to learn than other children of the 
same age. This may result in additional support being provided in school over and 
above that usually provided from the schools resources for children of the same age. 
The law says that a child has special educational needs if he or she has a learning 
difficulty and needs special help. 
A child has learning difficulties if he or she finds it harder to learn than most children 
of the same age, or if he or she has a disability which could make it difficult to access 
education. 
There are four broad areas of SEND: 

• Communication and interaction. 
• Cognition and learning. 
• Social, emotional and mental health difficulties. 
• Sensory and/or physical needs. 

How will the school know if my child needs additional support? 

A student may be identified as having a Special Educational Need or disability 
(SEND) at any stage during his/her education. Information about your daughter/son’s 
need, can come from a variety of sources. 

• Advice from local councils through SEND    

• Close liaison with Primary Schools 

• Attainment Data at KS2 

• Literacy Assessment screened  at transition  

• Multi-Agency Assessment including Educational Psychology and Health 
Services  



• Teacher/Pastoral information 

• Parental concern 

• Student self referral. 

Who is the best person to talk to about my child’s difficulties with learning/
SEND? 

Any concerns regarding SEND should be made in the first instance with the school’s 
SENCO who will be able to guide you and your child through the procedures, co-
ordinate assessments, and allocate additional support where indicated. Your child’s 
progress will be closely monitored and you will be informed of their progress. 

How will I know how the school will support my child? 

The needs and provision for your child will be explained to you and you will be 
informed of their progress. If your child’s needs are significant and requires further 
assessment the SENCO will guide you through this process under a graduated 
response of Assess, Plan and Do (Please refer to the School’s SEND Policy). If 
required an Individual Education Plan will be created to target need and provide 
strategies to support Teaching and Learning. All information to best support your 
child is linked to their learning profile. 

How will curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

Your child will receive Quality First Teaching with curriculum differentiated to match 
student need at their level.  

KS3 students are assigned to Sets and Pathway learning based upon prior 
attainment and individual assessment. This might be different sets for different 
subjects. At KS4 your child will be guided by key leaders, with parent consultation, in 
choosing a curriculum which most suits their needs and choices.  

It is the professional’s final judgment on which set a child is placed in. Regardless of 
what set a child goes into we have high expectations that they will reach or exceed 
their target grade. 

Schemes of Work – every curriculum department creates Schemes of Work which 
takes into consideration the needs of students with SEND. Learning Support liaise 
closely to support differentiation of curriculum to allow fully inclusive learning for all 
students. 

Our teachers are inclusive in their approach.  All lessons are inclusive to try to 
ensure SEND students make sufficient progress to meet their end of year target. 
Where students are identified as at risk of not meeting targets, additional support 



and targeted intervention is developed to provide a tailored support to the student to 
maximise their chances of reaching their potential.  

How will the school help me to support my child’s learning? 

Parents/carers are encouraged to fully participate and contribute to their child’s 
educational and social journey at Rainhill.  Annual Review’s for specific learning 
needs are held to discuss success and highlight further support to raise student 
attainment. We expect parents to support the teachers in ensuring that all homework 
set is done to the highest quality, and on time. We use Show My Homework which 
allows parents to be able to see the work set. We want all parents to attend parents 
evenings. If appropriate services are not available in school; these are signposted to 
parent/carers to support access with services that form part of the LA’s local offer.  

What support will be available for my child’s overall well being? 

Each Year Group has a Year Student Manager and a Year Progress Leader for 
attainment. 

Where it is externally funded; pastoral, medical, social and safeguarding needs are 
available through an integrated support package. The student’s year team will be 
made fully aware of any individual need and will work with parents/carers and other 
services (if needed) to ensure needs are met.  

The Raising Achievement Centre, managed by Miss. Pilkington offers support 
before, during and after-school for identified students who need a nurturing 
environment to promote inclusive support which is supervised by the SEND Team. 

School works closely with external agencies to support students with social and 
emotional and mental health needs and safeguarding of young people.  

What happens if my child has a high level of need? 

Where a student is identified as having a high level of need at transition an early 
programme of intervention is vital in ensuring a smooth transition. If notified, the 
school’s SENCO will attend Y5/Y6 reviews and co-ordinate a transition plan which 
might include opportunity for your child to be involved in the school’s Summer School 
Transition Programme.  All high level need is discussed and monitored through the 
schools termly SEND Planning Meeting which includes key professionals from 
extended services. 

Any assessment needed will be agreed and co-ordinated by the SENCO and an 
Individual Education Plan/Pupil Profile, where required, will be created identifying 
key difficulties and areas of strength to best meet the needs of the student.  



Annual Reviews are held with both student, parents and external services (were 
required) to review progress and identify areas to support for continued attainment 
and well-being.     

Learning Support will be assigned to support with Teaching and Learning based on 
the needs of the student.  

What specialist services and expertise are available at this school? 

Our school offers a wide range of expertise to support students in a variety of need 
to best support their academic and social achievement. 

In addition to the specialist staff at school we work in partnership with, a range of 
services supporting SEND through LA Local Offer of services.  

Are the staff who support children with SEND in this school, provided with 
appropriate training? 

CPD programmes are devised from priorities within the school to best meet need 
and identify teams/individuals for additional training.   A variety of methods are used 
and professionals involved in the delivery of the programmes which include whole 
staff and team training on SEND matter being scheduled on Staff Training Days and 
individuals attending external training .  

How will my child be included in activities outside of the classroom, including 
school trips? 

All students are encouraged to take an active role in all aspects of school life. Any 
identified barriers will be removed, wherever possible, to promote inclusion and 
parents/carers will be involved in agreeing adjustments to be made in order to for the 
student to take part. 

How accessible is the school environment? 

Our school is fully accessible with particular attention given to ensuring facilities are/
modified to accommodate those with physical disabilities. Furniture and equipment 
installed is suitable and available for a wide range of SEND. 

Disabled changing and toilet facilities can be found in all areas of the school together 
with a disabled lift to enhance access to curriculum areas. 

We also work closely with key agencies to provide individual equipment to enhance 
inclusion to those with significant disabilities. 

How will this school prepare and support my child when they are starting, 
leaving this school or moving to another year? 



Our school recognises that students with SEND may need additional support at key 
transition points, i.e. Year 7, Year 9 and Post 16 and Further Education. As a result 
detailed preparations and planning involving all key stakeholders takes place at 
these times. 

We work closely with our primary colleagues to ensure smooth transition into Y7. We 
will be fully involved in early meetings and any Annual Review process to ensure we 
have a full picture of a student’s needs and that appropriate and reasonable 
adjustments are made prior to admission. Following admission, additional monitoring 
takes place for SEND Students. 

In partnership with Careers Connect staff ensure SEND Students are prepared to 
make informed decisions about their choices at 16, e.g. taster sessions at sixth form 
or other 16-18 providers. 

We want SEND students to remain at Rainhill Sixth Form Centre, providing the 
courses offered are suitable for their education post 16. The Sixth Form Team 
including, Pastoral Leader and Post 16 mentor will support students in making 
decisions about their next steps for Further Education to ensure they are informed 
and supported in application for all the options available. 

In addition to the above key points of transition, SEND students receive additional 
support as they move academic year in close liaison with the SENCO, Year Progress 
Leader and SLT Leader at KS4 entry. 

First Steps if you want admission to Rainhill High School  

Please contact the school, who will arrange a meeting with the Executive Principal. 
We recommend you do this as early as possible. If you child is in primary school and 
you are interested in entry into Year 7, then we recommend you make contact during 
Year 5. Next steps can be planned at this meeting. 

What if my child need transport to and from school? 

Parents/carer of students requiring assisted travel should discuss this with Local 
Authority representatives. 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to the children’s 
special educational needs? 

All schools have a designated budget for SEND staffing and resources; this is based 
on the needs of SEND students on roll. 

How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive? 

Provision is met based on the need of the student and through recommendation 
made by other key professionals. Your child’s attainment and progress is closely 
monitored and support is transferred to any need highlighted to maintain their 



success and achievement. The school will use national and local expertise to plan 
this.  

How will I be involved in discussions about planning for my child’s education? 

Parents/carers are encouraged to be fully involved in all discussions and decisions 
regarding their daughter/son’s education. Parents/carers will be invited to attend 
meetings/events which are in the calendar and school will make relevant contact 
where further discussion/planning is need to promote inclusion and achievement. 

Who can I contact for further information: 

The Local Authority’s Local Offer can be found on www.sthelens.gov.uk or by 
contacting the Additional Needs section (see below): 

Key Contacts 

Stage 1 - John Pout, Execu3ve Principal 
Linsay Munro, Deputy Headteacher and SENCO – Rainhill High School. 
01744 677205 

St. Helens Council, Addi3onal Needs 
01744 671290 

Independent Advisory Service 
01744 822160 

http://www.sthelens.gov.uk

