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Welcome to 
the Christ-
mas 2018 
edition of 
Highlights 
Magazine.

WELCOME
FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL

A big part of this magazine is devoted to our excellent Sixth Form Centre.  
The Sixth Form produces fantastic examination results year in year out. Our 
new Director of Sixth Form, David Hemsley, has arrived and has brought with 
him positivity, vim and vigour. 

The A-Level results were excellent again this year.  As good, if not better, 
than our local rivals!  Those SMALL CLASS SIZES really make a big difference. 

It is great to see so many of our former Y11s staying on.  Plus, more and 
more elite sports and performing arts superstars are choosing Rainhill.  
Our expertise in helping students juggle the demands of their sport or 
performance schedule with their A-Levels, is second to none.  So, welcome 
to some of the best women footballers and gymnasts in the country. 

Congratulations to all of last year’s Y11 on an excellent set of results.  How 
good is Joe Brabin? His grades put him in the top handful of students in the 
country. Joe is a real superstar, who is modest with it. He has now embarked 
on A-Levels in Biology, Chemistry, and Maths. I am sure he will do really well 
in these. 

Rainhill has always been about much more than just examination success.  
One of the best events of the year is  the Sports Presentation Evening. It 
celebrates success in many forms and it is a privilege to be there. 

The Anthony Walker Evening, which took place on the same day as our 
Diversity Day, is an important part of the school calendar, as it epitomises our 
values and celebrates diversity.  Long may it continue.

So what of the future?  Mrs Thorogood has written an eloquent piece on 
how we are pursuing excellence.  Our pupils, your children, need to be 
challenged to think, to work things out for themselves, to be resilient and to 
come through all of this as a better people.  Adult life is about all of these 
things and more. 

Happy reading. 

Mr John Pout 
Executive Principal

To the latest edition of our 
Highlights Magazine.
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GCSE RESULTS 2018
EXCELLENT RESULTS FOR RAINHILL

The new Grade 9 was available across 
all GCSEs. They are only awarded if a 
student’s marks in a GCSE are in the 
top 2% in the whole country. In total 
101 grade 9s were awarded to Rainhill 
students. This covered 32 different 
students, including the amazing Joe 
Brabin who was awarded grade 9s in 
every subject. He is now doing A-Levels 
in Biology, Chemistry and Maths at 
Rainhill Sixth Form.

Given this excellent set of results, it is 
no wonder that so many of this year 
group stayed on for the Sixth Form, 
to take advantage of the small class 
sizes, excellent A-Level results and 
personalised approach.

Mrs Thorogood, Head of School. 

More, brilliant GCSE 
Results in 2018!

This summer Rainhill High School 
again achieved the highest Progress 8 
score of all high schools in St Helens 
and Knowsley. This places the school 
near the top of all schools across the 
entire Liverpool City Region (including 
selective schools) according the 
Department for Education performance 
tables.

This year, an additional 20 GCSEs were 
graded 9-1 for the first time instead 
of A* to U. English Language, English 
Literature and Maths have all been 
graded 1-9 since 2017. The   challenges   
presented by the new and more 
demanding specifications  have been 
met by teacher and students alike.

• 72% of Rainhill High school pupils 
achieved at least a grade 4 in English 
and Maths, which is equivalent to 
the old grade C. This is well above 
the national average. 26% of all 
English results were grades 9-7 (old 
GCSE Grade A+ or A*)

• 25% of all Maths results were 
grades 9-7. All are again well above 
national figures.

GCSE Headlines
Rainhill High school has improved its 
‘standard pass’ which is up to 72%, we 
have maintained our ‘good pass’ at 50% 
rates in English and Maths and remain 
well above the national average, on all 
DfE performance measures.

16% of students achieved grades 9-7 
(similar to A*/A) in English and Maths. 
Brilliant!

26% of all English results were grades 
9-7, 66% were grades 9-5 and 84% 
were at grades 9-4. All are well above 
national figures.

25% of all Maths results were grades 
9-7, 57% were grades 9-5 and 76% 
were at grades 9-4. All are well above 
national figures.

41 entries in Maths, English Languages 
or English literature were at the very 
challenging grade 9, an improvement 
on 2017. An amazing achievement!

Experts had predicted that only 200 
students would get the new top grade, 
a grade 9 under the new numerical 
GCSE grading system in England. 
Joe Brabin achieved a grade 9 in 
every subject he sat , one of only  700 
students in England to do so.

30% of Year 11 achieved the EBACC, 
well above the National figure.  

Subjects across the curriculum 
performed very strongly indeed 
including Art Textiles, Photography, Art 
Graphics, Drama and Performing Arts, 
PE, Design Technology – Catering, 
Textiles, Resistant Materials, History, 
Spanish, German, Biology, Chemistry, 
Dance, Construction, Media Studies 
and Sociology.

The Department for Education 
performance tables for schools in 
England has been published. They 
include the new progress 8 measure 
with a focus on the best 8 GCSE 
results including English and Maths 
and A-Level progress scores. Rainhill 
High School is delighted to confirm 
that it has improved outcomes 
again in 2018 for its students both 
at GCSE and A-Level.

Rainhill Sixth Form is also delighted 
to announce that it is the highest 
performing school based 6th form 
for A-Levels in the area, performing 
above other students nationally 
with similar GCSE starting points.  
In addition to this, those studying 
applied and technical courses 
perform well above other similar 
students nationally. 

Mr John Pout, Executive Principal 
said “these results are testament 
to the hard work, effort and 
commitment of the students 
throughout their time with us. The 
teachers and support staff do an 
outstanding job - we are very proud 
of them all and will continue to make 
sure that the time students spend 
with us is enjoyable, rewarding 
and leads onto great things in their 
future.”
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Rainhill Sixth formers have achieved 
another set of fantastic A-Level results 
with a third of all entries achieving 
top grades and many Russell group 
university places secured. 

Results day saw many elated students 
receiving grades to get them into their 
first choice universities or their chosen 
apprenticeships. 

Overall, 13% of A-Level entries 
achieved A* or A grades, a increase 
on 2017 results and with 8 students 
achieving 3 or more A* and A grades 
in their A-Levels. 47% of all A-Levels 
taken at Rainhill Sixth Form achieved 
impressive A* to B grades , an increase 
on 2017 results and 78% achieved 
A*-C grades. 

A wide range of A-Level subjects have 

done extremely well including Fine 
Art, Theatre Studies, Further Maths, 
Psychology, RE, Art Graphics, Art 
Textiles, Biology, Chemistry, English 
Language, History and Law. 

In addition a wide range of applied 
general applied and technical subjects 
have also done well, including, 
Photography, Dance, Health and 
Social Care and Creative Media. 

We would again like to congratulate 
students, staff and the whole school 
community on these excellent results 
which are testament to their hard work 
and determination. 

We look forward to seeing them at the 
Year 13 Form Presentation afternoon 
on the 21st December 2.30pm to hear 
all about their experiences so far.  

Sixth Form continues its strong track record
of academic and vocational achievements
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EXCELLENT RESULTS FOR RAINHILL
A-Level RESULTS 2018

CLASS OF 2018

DESTINATIONS
30% went to Russell group
Universities
90% went to their 1st choice of
University

80% of students who wanted an
apprenticeship achieved one
Just under ¼ of all apprenticeships 
were degree apprenticeships

Art student Emily Jones achieved the highest grade possible in all of 
her subjects which was the equivalent of 5 A* grades.

 

Laura McCabe – A,A,B in English Language, English Literature and  
History.  She is now at Newcastle University.

Emily Green – A,B,B in History, Economics and Maths, now at the 
University of Exeter.

Jessica Lowe – A,B,B in History, English Literature and Government &  
Politics, now at the University of Liverpool.

Morgan Swift - A,B,B in History, Government and Politics and Law, is 
now at the University of York. 

Liam Barrett - A,B,B in History, Maths and Geography is now at the  
University of Liverpool.

Lucas Bruce - A* in Maths, A in Further Maths and a Merit in Business  
Studies.  Now studying at Liverpool University.

Rachel Wade - A in Geography, A in History and a Distinction* in 
Health & Social Care.

Aimee Arrowsmith – 5 Distinction* grades covering Art 
Graphics,Photography and Fine Art. Now at the University of Chester.
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
WE ARE THE NEW GENERATION

Name:  David Hemsley
Subject:  Physics
Job Title: Director of Sixth Form

Where are you born/from? 
Born in St. Asaph, grew up in Rhyl North Wales.

Why did you apply to work at Rainhill? 
I wanted to move onto an Assistant 
Headteacher role and had always had a 
keen interest in Further Education and next 
steps beyond Year 13. When I saw the job 
at Rainhill I immediately looked into the 
school. I was incredibly impressed with the 
staff and students at every point along the 
application process and was very pleased 
to be offered the job.

What do you think of teaching at Rainhill? 
I have been pleased to see students doing 
their best at every level in my teaching. I 
find it just as rewarding to see a student 
overcome adversity and achieve their 
absolute best as it is to see students 
achieving top grades in their studies.

Why do you choose to be a teacher of 
your subject? 
Physics is absolutely incredible and the 
answers to the biggest challenges in 
science and society will come from physics 
based solutions. As an enquiring person 

I always want to know why something 
happens and physics offers the necessary 
thinking skills to do so. For me all the 
interesting and huge questions are in 
physics, and the fact we are always delving 
to find out more, leaves it open to the next 
generation of physicists to make more 
discoveries.

What are your hobbies? 
My whole focus in life is to never let an 
opportunity go to waste and make sure 
every hour of every day counts. I therefore 
make sure I live a healthy lifestyle and 
do all I can with my family to enjoy these 
irreplaceable moments. 

As a keen sports person I have played 
many sports, currently I play Rugby Union 
for my local club as well as my old clubs 
Vets team (now I am old). I also play for 
my local tennis club and have restarted my 
goal to achieve a black belt in Karate by 
training again, I’m currently halfway there. 
When I don’t have something on that day 
I do high intensity interval training to keep 
up my fitness.

Favourite Film?
The Karate Kid (1985), but it is closely 
followed by Star Wars (probably Episode 
VI as it was the first I remember the toys 
for) and Highlander.

Favourite Book? 
Lord of the Rings - Epic!

Favourite TV Show? 
No time for that. Although I managed to 
watch Cobra Kai- tremendous stuff.

What is your claim to fame? 
Despite having no talent I may have tried 
to win a televised talent show to see how 
these things work, and then made lots of 
money for charity after it.

What are you really good at? 
Managing my time!

Which sports team do you support? 
I prefer to play than support these days, but 
I’ll support all things Welsh. I did go back to 

supporting Leicester City in 2015-16 though…

How many students are you responsible 
for? 
Everyone in the Sixth Form Centre.

What is the best thing about being in a 
leadership job?
I came into teaching to make a positive 
difference to young people’s lives. Initially 
this is just your classes, but as a leader you 
can have a positive impact well beyond 
just your classes.

Which other High Schools have you 
worked in? 
Alsager School in Cheshire, Calday 
Grange Grammar School in West Kirby 
and Christ the King Catholic High School 
in Southport.

Which school did you go to as a child? 
Rhyl High School, Rhyl.

What qualifications have you taken after 
your GCSEs? 
A-Level Physics, Maths, Chemistry, General 
Studies. BSc (Hons) Astrophysics at the 
University of Edinburgh, PGCE Science/
Physics from Cambridge University.

What do you like about working at 
Rainhill High School? 
The Leadership Team is always looking to 
improve the already good performance 
with the clear benefit being students 
achieve more highly both academically 
and personally.

What is the best thing about Rainhill 
students?
They achieve so well and do so much 
beyond their academic studies. I am 
always amazed when you find out about 
what they can do beyond the Physics that 
I teach. We are very lucky to be inspired 
daily by the young people we teach.

MEET THE NEW DIRECTOR 
OF SIXTH FORM
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
WE ARE THE NEW GENERATION

As a small Sixth Form, we can listen 
to what you want and respond, giving 
you a highly personalised experience. 
So, when Year 11 said, in a survey at 
the start of this year, they wanted 
Criminology, we delivered the verdict 
- Yes! 

From 2019, Year 12 can now study 
Criminology as a BTEC at Level 3. 
Fitting into our highly successful 
Social Sciences suite of qualifications, 
Criminology is perfect to combine with 
an Academic A-Level in Sociology and 
Psychology or study alongside Applied 
Science.

It is hoped that the new Criminology 
course will lay the foundations for 
applications in the Police, Forensic 
Science or Psychology. 

Why not visit our website?
www.rainhillsixthform.org.uk
to find out more.

The Rainhill Sixth Form Centre has seen 
new Year 12 students enrolled as well as 
our new Year 13 students adapting to 
life in their final year. It has been a busy 
time but students and staff have all been 
working effectively together and this 
term has seen some great outcomes. 

Students are making great progress 
in subjects and alongside this the 
Supercurriculum and other subject 
enrichment is helping to educate our 
students beyond the classroom.

The students have shown what they do 
daily in an incredible video and this will 
help prospective students get a glimpse 
of daily life at Rainhill Sixth Form. You 
can view the video at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-
C1Nudwi-U

SIXTH FORM
VIDEO

Investigating new courses with the introduction of 
Criminology 
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
WE ARE THE NEW GENERATION

Our Sixth Form Centre also was showcased 
at the recent Open Evening event. 
Prospective students were able to find out 
about their subject options and what we 
offer. We feel this can not be bettered; 

• Personalised Approach (with small class 
sizes and a dedicated Sixth Form team),

• Excellent Exam results
• Outstanding Enrichment Programmes.

Our Year 11s then experienced a taste of 
Sixth Form with a day of Sixth Form lessons. 
They were also able to use of our excellent 
communal facilities.

We anticipate many applicants this year 
after a great turnout at Open Evening. We 
recommend you apply early. This also allows 
us to avoid clashes in your subject choices. 
The deadline for Applications is 25th 
January 2019. You can apply now online:

Following applications we will give you a 
guidance interview to make sure you are on 
the right track.

We have some exciting overseas trips 
coming up including the  Art Academy trip 
to New York and the Science Academy 
trip to see the Large Hadron Collider. Next 

year the Maths department are going to 
Barcelona too!

All updates can be found on Instagram, 
Twitter and Facebook so please do follow 
us and see why we think we offer the best 
support and experiences to our students.
Keep working hard and pupils in the main 
school can be part of our success story after 
their Year 11 exams. It Pays to Stay.

We ensure all students are given bespoke 
support, progression guidance and 
enrichment with our Personalised Support. 
One aspect for out higher attainers in from 
Year 11 is the Elite Group.

The Elite Group in Year 12 has been formed 
and will start their journey towards the best 
institutions for further study. One of the new 
Elite Group, Joe Brabin achieved 9 grade 
9s at GCSE. Joe now is studying Biology, 
Chemistry and Maths.

Our Year 13 Elite students have submitted 
their UCAS statements and entry 
examinations have already been done. 
Offers and interviews are coming in, we 
wish all our students the very best in their 
applications and we will support them all 
the way.

This September, we welcomed our 
biggest Elite group to Year 12. Twelve 
students made the grade and were 
welcomed by Mr Pout, Mr Hemsely and 
Jo, to their first meeting. Recognising 
that their journey will be different to 
others in Sixth Form and therefore a 
different plan of action, opportunities 
and support need to be offered. The 
Elite students meet every half term 
with Sixth Form management. 
 
To date, the Year 12 Elite group have 
been set an extra supercurriculum 
task, to prepare a presentation on 
a MOOC or book they have read 
and present it back to the rest of the 
group in January. This is to develop 
skills for Russell Group or Oxbridge 
interviews. Further, they have been 
offered an exciting trip to Cambridge 

University in January 2019. Working 
with Cambridge Scholars and current 
students, the Year 12 students will 
gain first-hand experience of one of 
the best Universities in the world, 
raising aspirations and quelling fears. 
 
Getting to Cambridge University for 
real is one step closer for some of our 
Elite Year 13 students too.  We have 
had a bumper crop of applications 
to Oxbridge this year, doubling our 
application rate for the third year in a 
row. Further, 5 students, to date have 
received interview offers, with others 
still waiting for the email. All students 
who receive an interview offer for 
Oxbridge are fully prepared, with 
1:1 mock interviews with Heads of 
Departments and SLT, some of whom 
are Oxbridge Alumni themselves.

The Elite Generation on the rise at Rainhill Sixth Form  
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
WE ARE THE NEW GENERATION

Describe the competitions you take part in? 
• 2018 Commonwealth Games.
• European Championships (2016 and 2018).
• British Championships (all elite gymnastics   
 across GB).  
• English Championships.

What are your ambitions in your sport?
• To compete in a World Championship.
• To compete at Tokyo 2020 Olympic games.
• To commit to a gymnastics scholarship at a   
 university in the USA.

When you are away from school through your sport, do 
you keep up with your school work?
Yes, if we have spare time I use it for doing my work.

What GCSEs do you have?
English Language and Literature, Maths, Science Trilogy, RE, 
French and Geography. 

What Sixth Form courses are you doing?
A-Levels in Biology, Psychology and Physics.

What do you want to do with education after 
Sixth Form?
I would like to go to university in America on a 
gymnastics scholarship. 

Who is your sporting hero and why?
Simone Biles because she shows the world 
what gymnastics is really about and has fun 
whilst doing it. She is the best in the world.

What do you enjoy the most about your 
sport?
Travelling around the world and making 
international friends.

Have you ever had an injury?
Yes, I am injured at the moment.

How long will you be out of action?
It will be five months.

LUCY 
STANHOPEMedal winning Gymnast

Chooses Rainhill Sixth Form
for her Post 16 Education.
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THE ARTS ACADEMY
SIXTH FORM NEWS

Professional
Theatre
Workshops
 
This term our sixth form Arts Academy students have been 
working towards their upcoming exam showcase work, as 
well as preparing hard for their auditions to the country’s 
top performing arts institutions and conservatoires. 

As parts of our creative partnership with Liverpool’s Every-
man and Playhouse Theatres Year 12 and 13 Theatre Stud-
ies students have recently attended a bespoke backstage 
tour of the Everyman Theatre to gain a deeper insight into 
the technical elements of theatre. 

Year 13 Theatre Students were lucky enough to participate 
in a two-hour workshop on Kneehigh Theatre Company’s 
approach to devising theatre, which will support their own 
practical exploration.  

All sixth form Arts Academy students visited the theatre 
this term to observe Kneehigh Theatre Company’s touring 
production of FUP. 

Later in the term Everyman and Playhouse Theatre resident director Nick Bagnall will host an intensive audition prep workshop 
to support Arts Academy members in their monologue preparation. 

We are also looking forward to our residential trips to both London, and to New York. 

On Saturday 17th December our Sixth Form Arts Academy dance 
students were invited to perform two dance pieces at the switch 
on of the lights in Church Square, St Helens.  The event was hosted 
by Wish FM Radio and the Mayor of St Helens, Cllr Pat Ireland, led 
the switch on. The event was full of festive cheer and showcased 
the bright talent of Rainhill Sixth Form and the St Helens commu-
nity.  The students had a great experience performing on stage in 
front of a live audience in the town centre and the support from 
the crowd following their showcase was brilliant.  The students 
were a credit to the 6th Form and gained great feedback from 
all staff involved.  This was a wonderful experience for our Y13 
Dance students who are preparing to audition at some of the most 
prestigious Performing Arts Colleges in the country.  To have the 
opportunity to perform at such a large scale event has ensured 
their confidence is sky high.  

Arts Academy at Sparkle in the Square

The Arts Academy makes the difference in 
applying for university courses in Visual or 
Performing Arts. It is a unique enrichment 
and enhancement package that is offered 
to any of our Sixth Form Students studying 
an arts subject. From Workshops with lead-
ing arts professionals to trips to New York, 
The Arts Academy helps you to  ‘Realise 
your Ambition’ in the arts industry.
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SIXTH FORM NEWS
THE SCIENCE ACADEMY

TOMORROW’S 
ENGINEERS 
EEP
 
Student teams are being put together in order to learn 
how to build, program and control autonomous LEGO 
robots to complete a series of short, exciting aviation mis-
sions using LEGO® MINDSTORMS® Education EV3 sets.

From speed racing to humanitarian aid, they’ll demonstrate 
their skills at challenges held around the country.

The first challenge will be at West Lancashire College 
on the 8th March 2019!

THE BEBRAS 
CHALLENGE
Mathematics and Computational thinking!!

The Bebras Challenge is a competition which involves solv-
ing problems, such as; the ability to break down complex 
tasks into simpler components, algorithm design, pattern 
recognition, pattern generalisation and abstraction. The 
first round will be held at Hertford College with the second 
round (if successful) held at Oxford University.

This is an international competition running in approxi-
mately 30 countries. Its emphasis is on participation but 
also rewards achievement:
• Participants will get a certificate with their score.
• Top achievers will obtain a certificate of distinction
• There is a certificate for best in school in each age  
 category.
• There will be the chance to win a place in the Hall  
 of Fame for the top students in each age category.

In addition you may discover you have a talent you did 
not realise you possessed!

ROBOTICS CHALLENGE!!

The Science Academy has helped Rainhill 
Sixth Form students to get to top univer-
sities, because it enhances your UCAS 
application with many science activities in 
addition to getting excellent grades. The 
Science Academy includes all Sciences sub-
jects, plus Computer Science and Maths. 
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PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE
SPECIAL FEATURE

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE
Mrs Thorogood Head of School
Rainhill High School has a long tradition of 
high performance and improving standards. 
We pride ourselves on providing great learn-
ing opportunities in and out of the classroom. 
We want to inspire and motivate young peo-
ple to do really well and become the responsi-
ble, capable citizens of tomorrow.

However, we are not complacent and want 
to make sure that every single child develops 
their learning and aspirations, they should not 
just want to do well, but to excel in everything 
that they do out in the wider world.

The Challenges of Modern Life 
and developing resilience in 
young people. 
In a world of fast moving technology and a culture that offers instant grat-
ification: internet shopping, fast delivery, TV on demand and so on, it is 
possible we may not be presenting our children with sufficient opportunities 
to ‘struggle’ and by so doing it is possible that we are not allowing them to 
develop sufficient grit and resilience; both needed to cope and succeed in 
society as adults. 

A recent Careers Connect (careers service) report estimates that a student in 
current Y9 will have changed jobs 14 times by the time they are 38. Many of 
the jobs they will do have not yet been invented yet! Our children will need 
to be far more adaptable and will face more uncertainty that many of us have 
faced in our working lives. To meet this challenge, they need to develop their 
grit, resilience and adaptability if they are to take advantage of the opportu-
nities presented to them in the future.

Last year I wrote an article about resilience and the importance of having a 
positive mindset to aid learning, indeed I included some ideas about how we 
could all promote this with our children.

This year Rainhill is actively working with students in lessons to spend more 
time out of their comfort zone, think harder and work increasingly inde-
pendently. In short, we expect them to ‘struggle’ a little more with their 
learning and it is possible that at times they will feel out of their comfort 
zone and possibly that they have failed. Over time they (with the help of their 
teacher ) will develop strategies to cope and thrive to overcome in the face 
of challenge because they have developed greater grit and resilience. 

In short what we are trying to do is develop children to be the adults of to-
morrow not just the children of today.

PAGE 12 | RAINHILL HIGHLIGHTS WINTER 2018



PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE
SPECIAL FEATURE

School Development 
Priorities 2018/19
This year’s school development plan is entitled ‘In Pursuit of 
Excellence’ and seeks to 

• further develop a culture of high expectations from Y7 to Y13, this  
 includes thinking hard and working increasingly independently. 

• systematically develop the character of learners so that they are
 confident and resilient in their learning.

• ensure that our learners achieve at the highest levels and gain
 qualifications that they can use as currency in the wider world.
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SPECIAL FEATURE
VISUAL ARTS
The 10th annual Arts Exhibition at 
Rainhill High School.

Once again the exhibition combined 
both GCSE & A-Level Art work on the 
same night. As always, the arts exhibi-
tion showcased the very best work pro-
duced by all GCSE & A-Level students 
spanning four different art endorse-
ments.

Rainhill continues to be the largest 
GCSE arts provider nationally with 650 
KS4 pupils undertaking a visual art 
GCSE.

Every year the bar is raised and this year 
we  can boast another set of outstand-
ing GCSE results that are 15% above 
national average for 9-4 levels. 
  
A-Level Art this year is the jewel in the 
Arts crown as the standard of work 
produced by students would rival any 
first year  degree show work. The skill, 
dedication and effort put in by all stu-
dents is simply  outstanding. Incredibly, 
the average A-Level result in this year’s 
final exams was an A-. 

On behalf of the entire Arts team we 
thank all pupils and parents for their 
monumental efforts and work-rate
shown over the duration of their Art 
studies.

Mr Bennett & The Visual Arts Team

EXHIBITION
WINNERS
GCSE

PHOTOGRAPHY ACHIEVEMENT
Hannah Carberry

ART ACHIEVEMENT
Matthew Lawson

GRAPHICS ACHIEVEMENT
Lewis Clayton

FINE ART TEXTILES ACHIEVEMENT 
Aisla Routledge

A-Level

PHOTOGRAPHY ACHIEVEMENT
Josh Jackson

ART ACHIEVEMENT
Aimme Arrowsmith

GRAPHICS ACHIEVEMENT
Ross Whyte

FINE ART TEXTILES ACHIEVEMENT 
Alex Leleszis

Each year subject awards are given to pupils for outstanding achievement  in all subject 
areas. This years well deserved winners are:

BEST IN SHOW
Emily Faith Jones
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VISUAL ARTS
SPECIAL FEATURE

KS2 EXHIBITION 
WINNER!
Finn Crookes
(Oakdene Primary)
This year we offered  KS2 pu-
pils the opportunity to submit 
work for display in our fantas-
tic show.
Out of all the entries we had, 
Finn Crookes from Oakdene 
Primary School was awarded 
overall KS2 winner, thanks to 
his superb ‘Sting Ray’ paint-
ing.

Finn will now receive a framed 
print from the show together 
with the £25 Art pack he 
won on the night.

2018 Has been an incredible year for Rainhill’s Creative 
and Visual Arts students. To date, Rainhill students have all 
achieved first choice University places for 8 years running. In 
2018 of all of the pupils who have undertaken a creative art 
course, 75% of students have gone on to University or Foun-
dation degrees to pursue their chosen creative discipline as a 
potential career. Mr Bennett, Miss Corless, Mrs Cook wish all 
year 13 the very best success in the future and know you will 
all go on to achieve great things.
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HISTORY TRIP
POLAND 2018

On Saturday 10th March myself together with Mrs A’Bear, Mr Procter 
and 30 of our students met up at Manchester Airport at 4am.  We flew to 
Krakow and were greeted by a guide from Anglia Tours.  We then began 
our Educational Tour of Krakow and Auschwitz.  On the next page you will 
find a summary of our visit written by three Year 12 Students.

I am incredibly proud of all of the students who took part in the trip.  
Throughout the tour their behaviour was impeccable and each student was 
genuinely moved by what they heard and witnessed.  I believe that every 
child should have the opportunity to learn about the Holocaust and as a 
result, will organise a visit to Poland every Year. 

Ms West
Year Progress Leader (Y10) & History Teacher

PAGE 16 | RAINHILL HIGHLIGHTS WINTER 2018



HISTORY TRIP
POLAND 2018

In Krakow, we visited the ghetto (now 
known as the Ghetto Heroes Square) 
in which the Jewish Poles were perse-
cuted, forced through terrifyingly inhu-
mane conditions, working and starving, 
and eventually sent to concentration 
camps after the ghetto’s violent liqui-
dation in 1943. As a memorial for the 
unjustifiable suffering of the Jewish, 33 
chairs have been placed to serve as a re-
minder of the atrocity of the now-serene 
and beautiful square, able for all to use 
and enjoy. 

Only a segment of the ghetto’s wall that 
previously confined the Jewish Poles 
remains; a reminder to us all that, re-
gardless of how unbelievable the Nazi’s 
actions were to those of us who did not 
live through the Holocaust, the utterly 
evil persecution of the Jews was very, 
very real.

After a tour of Galicia Museum we were 
lucky enough to meet a Holocaust sur-
vivor. Rena Rach kindly shared her story 
with us, saying that she had grown up 
in a Jewish ghetto and that her father 
was one of “Schindler’s Jews,” a nota-
ble Nazi officer who was able to provide 
some safety for the Jews that worked in 
his factory. Rena and her mother were 
able to escape the ghetto through a 
sewage system, a horrible experience, 
and Rena was eventually adopted by 
a Polish family who were friends of her 
mother. Rena told us that her relation-
ship with her mother growing up was a 
hostile one but understood that this was 
because her mother could not bear to 
raise a child who was connected with 
the horror of her past. Rena advised us 
never to resolve to live a completely in-
dependent life because if she had kept 
to her promise of never depending on a 
husband she would never have had the 
loving family that she is clearly so proud 
of now. This meeting was absolutely in-
credible and probably something that 
none of us will ever experience again. 
We had a group picture with Rena and it 
was uplifting to see what a beautiful and 
lively person she was despite the trauma 
she had faced in her past. 

Finally, we visited the memorial site 
marking the place where the Plaszow 
concentration camp once stood. A huge 
statue of five people with their heads 
down represented the oppression and 

despair that Jewish people felt, and the 
roll call which was carried out in every 
type of weather before dawn at the 
camp. Prisoners were made to line up 
in groups of five for roll call, and any 
dead member had to be carried along 
in order to be accounted for. The statue 
was slashed across the middle, showing 
that the Jews hearts had been torn out 
by the actions of the Nazis. Each per-
son was identical except for their hands 
which were held differently. I thought 
that this highlighted that while each Jew 
had their identity removed upon enter-
ing Plaszow, each was still able to think 
and feel as an individual.

On day two we visited Auschwitz-Birk-
enau, a rather harrowing experience 
which could never be forgotten. I don’t 
think that it would be possible to encap-
sulate the feelings experienced whilst 
visiting the camps and express them 
through words. I’m certain that the mu-
tual feelings of shock and despair, made 
us all appreciate how important it is to 
preserve the memory of the atrocities 
which occurred at the concentration 
camps.

During our visit to Auschwitz, we were 
able to enter some of the prison blocks 
to see for ourselves the horrific condi-
tions those persecuted were forced to 
endure. Nothing could have prepared 
me for seeing the belongings of the 
holocaust victims which had been tak-
en from them, as it brought to light the 
normality of the lives of the victims be-
fore these events. Not only this, but it 
was a reminder that the prisoners from 
Auschwitz were more than just the num-
ber 1.1 million - they were individuals 
who had been stripped of their identi-
ties. 

We also visited Auschwitz II, where we 
lay candles and read prayers as a sign of 
respect for those who were killed during 
the Holocaust. It was particularly spe-
cial to see Jewish visitors to Auschwitz 
II singing as a way to demonstrate the 
failure of the Holocaust to destroy their 
loyalty for their religion and its influence.

Authors
Caitlin Scott, Catherine Brabin &
Georgia Allen
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RAINHILL’S ELITE PERFORMERS
SPORTING STARS OF THE FUTURE

JASMIN THOMAS
Competing at: National Level.

Competing at: National Level.
Have you had any injuries? How long were you 
out of action?
I have never been injured.

Describe the competitions you take part in? 
National Championships, County 
Championships, Northern Championships, 
County Schools Championships, Manchester 
League Cross Country, Youth Development 
League on track (League meet - points for club). 
Open meetings for example Grand Prix at 
Trafford – high quality race; run against any age – 
you have to have a great personal best to get in. 
Ran at the  British Milers Club – highest quality 
race ever ran in.  25-30 races a year on the track. 
In winter I take part in Cross Country races every 
two weeks. 

What are your ambitions in your sport?
To represent my country at the Olympics, win 
a gold medal in the 800m there and break the 
world record.

Who is your sporting hero and why?
David Rudisha, the Kenya World Record holder 
for 800m because I watched him win the 2012 
Olympics on TV and he broke the World Record. 

What GCSEs are you doing?
Photography, French, Geography, PE, English, 
Maths and Science.

Have you had any injuries? How long were you 
out of action?
I have not had any serious injuries yet but as 
expected, I have been punched and kicked in the 
face multiple times.

Describe the competitions you take part in? 
I take part in all sorts of competitions from a local 
competitions to the world championships. But 
even if I don’t win, I never give up. For instance, I 
won a national title a few weeks ago. The world 
championships was in Dundee, Scotland, the 
next one is in Slovakia.  

What are your ambitions in your sport?
I am 13th in the world but I am not aiming for 
first place. I am aiming to do the best I can and 
see what results come out of it. I want to go to the 
Olympics and win a gold medal. 

What are you studying?
I am in Year 7 so I study English, Maths, Science, 
ICT, History, Geography, Philosophy & Ethics, 
Dance, Art, Technology, Citizenship, French and 
PE. 

YEAR 

7

MONDAY
Monday is one of my only days off. I usually do 
most of my homework on this night so that I 
don’t have to do it when I get back from Karate.

TUESDAY
On Tuesday, I go to Woolston Karate Club and 
do an hour of training in a group from 6:30pm 
until 7:30pm. I get home at 8pm.

WEDNESDAY I go to Rainhill St Ann’s Millennium Centre to 
do an hour of Karate at 6pm until 7pm.

THURSDAY
On Thursday, I go to the after school girls 
football and then go to Woolston Karate Club 
at 6:30pm until 7:30pm.

FRIDAY
I go to Karate at Widnes Karate Club from 
5:00pm-6:00pm and then go to Guides at 
7:30pm until 9:00pm.

SATURDAY
I have a one to one coaching session with my 
Karate coach that lasts on for an hour. This is to 
prepare for the world championships.

SUNDAY On Sunday, I go for a two-hour SSKA England 
Squad training session in Warrington.

Jasmin’s typical weekly training schedule: Jasmin’s typical daily routine:

CHARLIE ROBERTSYEAR 

11

Time Activity

7:00am Wake up.

7:00-7:30am Get ready for school.

7:30-7:40am Check my planner to see what lessons I have.

7:40-7:55am Look on SMHW to see if I have done it.

8:15am Leave for school.

11:05am Have a bagel for break

12:20pm Have lunch.

3:10-3:30pm Walk home.

3:40-4:00pm Have a quick tea.

4:30-6:30pm Go to Karate.

7:15-9:00pm Go to Guides.

10:30-11:00pm Go to bed.

KARATE

ATHLETICS

PAGE 18 | RAINHILL HIGHLIGHTS WINTER 2018



RAINHILL’S ELITE PERFORMERS
SPORTING STARS OF THE FUTURE

JARRELL QUANSAH
Competing at: National Level.

Describe the competitions you take part in?
International Competitions – UEFA tournament 
games against Croatia and Holland.
National Competition – floodlit cup and blades 
cup – every team in the Premier League. 

What are your ambitions in your sport?
To be the best centre back in the world. To win a 
World Cup and a Champions League. At least one 
individual award.

When you are away from school through your 
sport, do you do your school work?
Yes, everyday for two hours after we train. When I 
am at National Championships, it takes the whole 
weekend away.

What GCSEs are you doing?
English, Maths, Science, Geography and ICT, PE 
and Media.

Who is your sporting hero and why?
Sergio Ramos because he is brave and does 
everything very well.

What do you enjoy the most about your sport?
Playing games and training to test myself against 
other players.

Have you had any injuries? How long were you 
out of action?
Yes, I was injured for four months with a hamstring 
injury from the start of the season to December.

YEAR 

11

MONDAY
After a full day at school I go the Academy 
and spend 30 minutes doing strength and 
conditioning and 1 hour 30 minutes training 
and physical running.

TUESDAY

After a full day at school I spend 30 minutes 
doing strength and conditioning and then 1 
hour 30 minutes training. I do physical running 
towards the end and individual training. 
Recovery, stretches and then I have food.

WEDNESDAY

I go to the Academy for football skills and 
match practice starting 9am until 1pm. 
After that I do a gym session, strength and 
conditioning, upper body, lower body, pull-ups 
and press-ups. I train for 1 hour and 30 minutes 
then recovery after.

THURSDAY
Rest day. I am in school for a normal school day 
and stay behind to catch up on work I missed 
due to training. I only leave school at 6pm

FRIDAY Another normal 6 hour day with specialised 
strength and conditioning.

SATURDAY
I wake up in the morning dependent on what 
time the match is. I go to Academy and have 
breakfast. I do a pre-match warm up and then 
play a 1 hour 30 minute match.

SUNDAY
I go into the Academy to recover from the 
match from the day before to make sure that I 
don’t get any injuries in later sessions.

Jarrell’s typical weekly training schedule:

Jarrell’s typical daily routine:

Charlie’s typical weekly training schedule:Charlie’s typical weekly training schedule:

MONDAY Train with the ball with bits of high speed. 2 
½ hours.

TUESDAY Small spaces intense – gym before. 2 ½ hours.

WEDNESDAY Big spaces intense – gym before. 2 ½ hours.

THURSDAY Off day. At school late to do GCSE work.

FRIDAY Light session. Preparing for the game. 1 ½ 
hours.

SATURDAY Game day – 80 minute matches plus travelling 
and warm up. Day off from GCSEs.

SUNDAY Rest Day. Lots of GCSE work.

Time Activity

6:45am Wake up.

7:45am Leave for School

8:20am Arrive at school.

9:05am Normal Lessons in school.

3:10-4:10pm Do extra lesson after school.

4:30pm Start gym work at Liverpool FC Academy.

5:00pm Have an intense training session.

7:00pm Eat after training.

8:30pm Get home.

9:00pm GCSE School work.

10:00pm Eat my dinner.

10:00pm Go to bed.

Time Activity

6:45am Wake up.

7:45am Leave for School

8:20am Arrive at school.

9:05am Normal Lessons in school.

3:10-4:10pm Do extra lesson after school.

4:30pm Start gym work at Liverpool FC Academy.

5:00pm Have an intense training session.

7:00pm Eat after training.

8:30pm Get home.

9:00pm GCSE School work.

10:00pm Eat my dinner.

10:00pm Go to bed.

FOOTBALL
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ANTHONY WALKER
FUNDRAISING EVENT 2018

On 17th October Rainhill celebrated Anthony 
Walker Day. This was our 11th event in honour 
of the Anthony Walker Foundation and this 
year’s events were bigger and better than ever 
with a staggering £3000 being raised for the 
Anthony Walker Foundation. 

This year our fundraising events consisted of 
a non-uniform day, sponsored silences, a cake 
sale and culminated in a poignant balloon 
release. This saw 100 students releasing 
biodegradable balloons in memory of victims 
of hate crime. 

During the school day all Rainhill students 
engaged in learning activities focused on 
celebrating and understanding diversity. In 
addition to the Foundation, guest speakers, 
workshop leaders and question and answer 
sessions. Guests this year included ‘Daisy 
Inclusive’, whose founder Dave Kelly focused 
on disability discrimination, and LGBT 
Stonewall Speaker, James Ingham, who spoke 
about his difficult journey coming out as gay.

The Anthony Walker Foundation is a registered 
charity established by Anthony’s family after his 
racially motivated murder in 2005. The Anthony 
Walker Foundation works to prevent youth 
involvement in hate crime by helping young 
people across racial groups to feel secure in 
their identity and empowered to welcome and 
celebrate diversity in their communities. This is 
achieved primarily through arts and education 
based workshops on diversity and inclusion 
which are delivered locally and nationally 
through schools and youth clubs. In addition to 
the annual arts/sport/education AWF festival in 
Liverpool celebrating diversity in the month of 
Anthony’s anniversary. Pictured left to right: Evan Woods, Jamie Lavin, Gee Walker (Anthony’s 

Mum), Owen Adams and Anthony Ambage.
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ANTHONY WALKER
FUNDRAISING EVENT 2018

Our evening celebration was hosted by Sixth 
Formers Jamie and Owen - the Ant (or is it 
Holly?) and Dec of Rainhill. This year focused 
on the theme of ‘The Power of Words’, and 
saw over 100 Rainhill students showcase their 
performing arts work to a sold out audience in 
the Arts Theatre. 

Some of our Rainhill students were performing 
for an audience for the very first time, whilst 
for others, this is just one of many enrichment 
opportunities they have taken part in.
 
We were joined this year by guest speaker Chief 
Inspector O’Malley along with his colleagues 
from Merseyside Police. Chief Inspector 
O’Malley delivered a speech which focused on 
diversity to our packed out audience of family 
and friends.  

As part of our creative partnership with 
Liverpool Everyman and Playhouse Theatres, 
Allan Williams, Learning Manager was keynote 
speaker. He discussed the importance of 
creative arts in cultivating and celebrating 
diversity in all its forms, as well as congratulating 
our students on the range of wonderful 
performances shared throughout the evening.  

The evening was brought to a conclusion, as 
always, with an emotional thank you from Gee 
Walker who has attended every event since its 
inception. 

I would like to thank all students, staff and 
parents who contributed to this important 
school event, and reiterate my congratulations 
to all students who performed. We are very 
proud of each and every one of you. 

Mrs Renison and the Performing Arts Team.  
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GCSE PRESENTATION EVENING
CELEBRATING AN OUTSTANDING YEAR 

John Pout, Rainhill High School Executive Principal said:
“The results are testament to the hard work of the Rain-
hill students and staff, supplemented by the fantastic 
support of our parents, and it’s a pleasure and a privi-
lege to be able to celebrate their success.”

More than seven out of 10 Rainhill high pupils achieved 
at least a grade 4 (equivalent to the old grade C) in 
English and Maths – well above the national average. In 
addition, a quarter of all English and Maths results were 
grades 9-7 – again well above national figures.

An outstanding 2018 was the theme of Rainhill High School’s annual 
GCSE Presentation Evening.
 
John Sullivan, the former Royal Marine, modern-day explorer and 
survivalist, was on hand to present a range of awards recognising 
students’ impressive achievements.  

The 2018 GCSE results place Rainhill at the top of the St Helens borough 
tree and among the very best across the entire Liverpool City Region.

Rainhill once again achieved the highest ‘Progress 8’ score of all high 
schools in St Helens and Knowsley. Progress 8 is the Department for Educa-
tion’s measure of how well pupils of all abilities have progressed, compared 
to pupils with similar academic starting points in other schools.

Availa-
ble across all GCSEs 
was the new grade 
9 rating, award-
ed only where a 

student was placed in the country’s top 2%. 32 Rainhill 
students between them gained 101 grade 9s in 2018, with 
Joe Brabin achieving the maximum in every subject he 
studied. 

John Pout added:
“The examination environment is now as challenging as I 
can remember which makes Joe’s achievements, and the 
success of all our students in 2018, even more special. 

“I’m pleased that Joe is now studying A-Levels in Biology, 
Chemistry and Maths at Rainhill Sixth Form, which itself 
produced the best reported A-Level results in the bor-
ough. This is the fourth year in a row our that sixth form 
results have been outstanding and many of our students 
will go on to some of the best universities in the country.”

Headteacher’s Award for the best GCSE results - Joe Brabin
Suzanne Anders Award for Service to the School – Owen Adams and Jamie Lavin

Rebecca Claque Award for Endeavour – Jessica Sutton

Prize Winners
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PROM 2018
THE BEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR - BAR NONE

200+ of Year 11 gathered at 

school in their finery to be 

photographed by their proud

and emotional parents. They 

were then whisked off to 

Haydock Racecourse for

the most glamorous night of 

the year.

It doesn’t

matter, because

everyone had a

brilliant night!

Who had the best dress?

Who had the best suit?
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SOCIAL SCIENCES
FACULTY FEATURE

Sixth Form Trip 
to London for 
Law and Politics 
students
In November the Sixth Form Law and 
Politics students went to London to 
visit the Houses of Parliament and the 
Supreme Court. 
The trip consisted of a tour of the historic 
Westminster building where we gained 
access to the House of Commons and/
or House of Lords chambers, visited the 
Commons and Lords gallery to observe 
the MPs /Lords debating, Central Lobby 
at the very heart of the Parliamentary 
Estate, St. Stephen’s Hall, the home of 
the original House of Commons and 
Westminster Hall, the last remaining part 

of the original Palace. 
As well as a tour, students participated in a 
workshop called ‘People’s Parliament’. In 
this workshop, students examined the 
role of pressure groups at Parliament. 
In this 360° immersive projection space, 
students met Muriel Matters and her 
fellow suffragists as they exert pressure 
on the House of Commons, to gain 
votes for women.   
Students also visited the Supreme Court 
where they had a guided tour of the 
courtrooms as well as the magnificent 
Justices’ Library, which is not normally 
open to the public. 
This trip was an amazing opportunity 
for students to enhance their classroom 
learning and connect textbook to reality. 
All information learned on this trip is 
directly linked to the exam specification 
and will be invaluable to their overall 
study of law and politics.

University Links
This year we have enhanced our links with 
universities. The aim of these links are to 
provide real life experiences that students 
can relate their theoretical studies to, while 
also identifying possible career paths. One 
of the highlights being a visit by Professor 
Aidan Worsley of UCLAN who met our 
Health and Social Care, Psychology and 
Sociology students. 

Aidan, an Executive Dean at UCLAN, is a 
qualified social worker, an active researcher 
and has been published widely.

As part of our links next year we will be 
visiting UCLAN and as part of their studies 
our Health & Social Care students will be 
undertaking a six-month placement within 
Health and Social Care settings. 

Ms Haddad
Business &
Economics

Ms Goss
Law & Business

Ms Catterall
Health & Social Care

Ms Evans
Sociology,
Philosophy & Ethics

Mr Cunningham
Law
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SOCIAL SCIENCES
FACULTY FEATURE

UPCOMING EVENTS
This year we have enhanced our links with 
January – March 2019
Tenner Challenge 

February
Forensic Crime & Court workshop 

March
Mr Brian Sloan of Bank of England 
delivering a talk on the role of the Bank 
and the current economic outlook.

Grades Booster workshops – Business, 
Economics and Psychology.

July
University of Liverpool – visit Social 
Sciences School
House of Parliament & Supreme Court

In February a selection of Year Nine 
students took the opportunity to 
participate in a forensic science and 
courtroom workshop. The interactive 
workshop took the students through the 
criminal justice system, using forensic 
science techniques to help them come 
to a judgement. The students were 
introduced to the role of finger prints 
and DNA in forensic science, through to 
individual rights and the rule of law. 

As part of the final sessions students 
were given specific roles as part of a 
mock courtroom exercise, where they 

learnt about the workings of a criminal 
court room while practicing their 
presentations skills.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@rainhillhsbiz

Y9 FORENSIC SCIENCE AND 
COURTROOM WORKSHOP

SOCIAL SCIENCE COURSES
Business
This qualification investigates why entrepreneurs want to start a business, whilst 
developing practical skills in marketing, finance and recruitment & selection.

Law
The A-Level qualification includes the study of the nature of law and the English 
legal system, one area of private law and two areas of public law. Students will gain 
a knowledge and understanding of development of law and law making’, Non-fatal 
and fatal offences, and Human rights & contract law.

Psychology
We look at the human mind and how this affects behaviour. We look at this from 
an individual level such as the development of mental health disorders such as 
schizophrenia and depression, but also on a societal level such as obedience within 
society.

Sociology
Sociology is the study of human societies in a number of different contexts. This 
qualification focuses on the study of crime and deviance, family structures, patterns 
of achievement in education and why different people participate in different spiritual 
and belief systems.

Health & Social Care
This qualification explores key aspects of human development combined with 
learning about the principles and practicalities of working in this sector. Double 
award extends understanding of safe working practices and applies the knowledge 
needed for the world of work or further study. 

Economics
Economics is the study of choice and decision making in a world with limited 
resources. It tries to explain the economic behaviour of both individuals and groups 
of people, and the economic relationships between individuals and groups.

NEW - Criminology - NEW
In criminology we look at the study of crime itself and criminal behaviour. We look
at the difference between crime and deviance, the causes of crime and the impact
of criminal behaviour on society along with how criminal behaviour is dealt with in
the UK.

Mr Jarvis
Head of Faculty
Social Sciences

Business & Economics

Ms Mitchell
Psychology &
Criminology

Ms Haddad
Business &
Economics
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On Saturday 13th October Mr Rachi, Miss 
Bakstad, Mr Wood and Mr Patterson had 
the honour of representing the school at Old 
Trafford for the Rugby League Community 
Awards Ceremony 2018.  

The ceremony is a grand affair with over 15 
awards handed out to those people that give 
up their time to ensure that the great game of 
rugby league continues to grow.  Categories 
included Groundsman of the Year, Volunteer 
of the Year, Community Coach of the Year 
and School of then Year, the category we 
were nominated for.

Our nomination was in recognition of the 
hard work and dedication that we have 
shown in pushing Rugby League over the last 
three years.  

Our nomination read “Rainhill High School 
has always been a school with football 
being embedded within their curriculum, 
however over the past few years and with 
the assistance of the Saints Community 
Development Foundation the PE department 
have worked hard to not only introduce the 
game but also make it a main stay within the 
curriculum.  This year has seen Rainhill High 
School pupils exposed to Rugby League 
opportunities with teams for both boys and 
girls regularly training and competing in all 
St Helens competitions.  Next year Rainhill 
will have teams in both boys and girls from 
Years 7-10, the school will also play in the 
Champion Schools competition next year, 
which is a first for the school”.

Unfortunately on the day, we didn’t win the 
award as it went to The Brooksbank School 
in Calderdale, a school with a rich history 
of Rugby League.  “We were absolutely 
honoured to gain the nomination” said Mr 
Rachi.  “This has spurred us on to continue 
the good work and hopefully come back to 
win the award.  However, this nomination has 
to go to all the boys and girls that train and 
play week in week out with such distinction.  
This really is for them.”

Mr Yacine Rachi 
Second in PE

Rugby 
League 
School of 
the Year 
Award

LATEST RESULTS FROM THE PE FACULTY
SPORTS & PE NEWS
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PGL Netball 
Trip 
Friday 28th October - Sunday 30th 
October 2018

Last weekend 46 pupils and 5 staff landed 
at PGL in Shropshire for an exciting 
weekend of Netball, team building 
activities and outdoor challenges.

We arrived on Friday night had some 
food, dropped luggage at our log cabins 
and headed straight for some evening 
entertainment, which included  a photo 

challenge and a nine team challenge. 

Saturday morning started early with 
breakfast at 7.25am and Netball matches 
beginning at 8:30am. Over 25 schools 
from all over the country took part in the 
an all England Netball sponsored event.

We took five netball teams over year 8 
and 9. Teams had over six matches each 
over the two days. Team One from both 
Year 8 and 9 finished an amazing third 
place overall.

While pupils had a break from netball 
during the weekend they took part in a 
range of outdoor adventurous activities 
including; - Trapeze jump, zip wire, giant 
swing, quad biking, abseiling, climbing 
and archery.

Over the summer St Helens and 
Knowsley merged to create a new 
school boys football squad across 
all ages to compete with the bigger 
boroughs of Sefton and Liverpool. A 
number of our Year 8 and 9 pupils were 
sent to try out and we are delighted 
that two Year 9 and eight Year 8 boys 
were successful.

These include Joe Doyle and Jack 
Barnes representing the Under 14’s 
and Jayden Danns, Michael Laffey, 
Josh Davidson, Mikey Hayman, Nathan 

Mercer, Reece Williams, Billy Fletcher 
and Jack Pilkington representing the 
Under 13’s.

Tony James from St. Helens and 
Knowsley School Boys said: “As an 
association we are delighted and hope 
that the boys are enjoying having the 
opportunity to represent their District 
in a National level. Our Under 13 
boys are currently top of the North 
West ESFA District League with the 
boys from Rainhill being absolutely 
instrumental in our performances.  We 

thank the PE staff 
at Rainhill so much 
for all your support 
- it is greatly 
appreciated!”

Miss Bakstad
Head of PE

Well done to all of the pupils that took 
part, a fab weekend was had by all.
Can’t wait for next year!

Miss Bakstad
Head of PE

SPORTS & PE NEWS
LATEST RESULTS FROM THE PE FACULTY

RAINHILL 
STUDENTS
“ABSOLUTELY 
INSTRUMENTAL” 
IN ST. HELENS 
& KNOWSLEY 
FOOTBALL TEAM

RAINHILL HIGHLIGHTS WINTER 2018 | PAGE 27



SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENING 2018
AWARDS FOR SPORT - ANFIELD

On Monday 23th July 2018 the PE 
department hosted their eighth annual 
Sports Presentation Evening in the very 
impressive Dugout Suite at Anfield, home 
of Liverpool Football Club. 

It was a night of great of celebration as we 
honoured those that had represented the 
school with such distinction throughout 
the year.

This year’s guest speaker was Great Britain 
Athletics Olympian Jenny Meadows. 
She spent the day coaching our Under 
13 athletics teams at school during the 
day and then concluded the day with a 
speech. Jenny described her personal 
story eloquently and was truly inspiring. 
I’m sure her words will live long in the 
memory of those who were there. 

Throughout the evening there were 
award winners in categories including the 
Endeavour Award, the Sports Captain 
award and the Sportsboy and Sportsgirl 
of the year award. As usual two Year 11 
students were presented with the Overall 
Sportsboy and Sportsgirl awards; this year 

it went to Caitlin Henshaw and Michael 
Chadwick, two very deserving winners. 

As well as individual honours, teams were 
rewarded with team of the year awards. 
These saw winners come from the all 
conquering Athletics teams which were 
crowned Town Champions only a few 
weeks earlier for the second year running 
to retain the title. All team members 
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SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENING 2018
AWARDS FOR SPORT - ANFIELD

were presented with their representative 
badges for the year which saw over 200 
pupils awarded. 

Sports Presentation Evening 2018 was 
bigger and better than ever with more 
pupils being honoured in even more 
sports. We already can’t wait for next year 
to add some more names to our illustrious 
list of past winners.

AND THE WINNERS ARE...

Endeavour Award

Daniel Frost  7B
Freya Heyes  7G
Kieran Newman   8B
Amelie Burgess   8G
Ethan Watts   9B
Eleanor McAvoy   9G
Beck Halliwell Booth  10B
Maddie Smiles  10G

Sports Captains

Ruben Reed/Jamie O’Keefe  7B
Millie O’Hanlon  7G
Luis Duffy    8B
Arabella Reed  8G
Joe Byrne   9B
Lauren Sharples  9G
Charlie Roberts  10B
Ella Bennett Jones  10G

Team of the Year

Boys Rugby  Y7
Girls Rugby  Y8
Table Tennis  Y9
Boys Football  Y10

Sports Boy / Sports Girl of the Year

Mia Hoey   7G
Owen Dagnall  7B
Mia Hoey   7G
Adam Beardsworth   8B
Katie Eddleston  8G
Joe Byrne    9B
Megan Hayes  9G
Jack Ellis   10B

Overall Sports Boy  Overall Sports Girl

Michael Chadwick  Caitlin Henshaw

Duke of Edinburgh Awards

Bronze Achievement  Alex Case
Bronze Endeavour  Daniel Barrow
Bronze Overall  Ella Campbell
Silver Achievement  Ben Coulthard
Silver Endeavour  Faye Jackson
Silver Overall  Jack Rimmer
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LIVERPOOL FC ACADEMY NEWS
OUR STUDENT ADDRESSES GERMAN PARLIAMENT

On Thursday 16th November, our Under 
14 Liverpool Academy Players travelled 
to Berlin to take part in the Football 
Remembers Tour, along with other clubs 
such as; Southampton,  Cercle Brugge 
and Hertha Berlin. They were also joined 
by German students from Gelsenkirken 
and Kassel schools to commemorate 
French fallen soldiers. 

Football Remembers takes the spirit of 
the Christmas Truce in 1914 as a starting 
point to bring people together, through 
football and friendship, throughout the 

centenary of the First World War and 
beyond. Footballers were role models, 
young and fit, at the heart of their 
communities and hundreds of them 
became soldiers during the First World 
War.

Then, as now, politicians realised the 
power of football to inspire and influence. 
In Britain, the FA wrote to every Club 
encouraging the players to volunteer 
and a special Footballers Battalion was 
formed. Many enlisted and unfortunately, 
many died. The project in 2018 is 
a partnership between the Premier 
League and the Volksbund Deutsche 
Kriegsgräberfürsorge (VDK): German War 
Graves Commission, with the Remember 
Together team at Big Ideas. One hundred 
years later, Europe is transformed. 
Through commemoration and 
remembrance, young players and young 
people from across the continent come 
together to develop new understanding 
through football and friendship.  
In October, the boys left Rainhill and 
visited Ypres in order to start their research 
and visit the grave of William Bartropp, 
a player for Liverpool FC at the time of 
the outbreak of World War 1. Due to the 
suspension of the Premier League at that 
time, William was signed up to fight in the 
fields in Warcoing, Ypres. He died when 

enemy artillery opened fire in November 
1918. The boys constructed their own 
memorial service for William, which was 
played out in  Warcoing Cemetery where 
William rests. 

This research and heartfelt 
commemoration was the basis for the 
boys’ visit to Berlin. On Sunday 18th 
November, Germany’s National Day of 
Mourning, they ventured to the German 
Bundestag (within the Reichstag’s 
monumental building) and were a part 
of this national service of Remembrance. 
Ethan Ennis was chosen to stand in 
front of world figures such as German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and France’s 
president Emmanuel Macron, as well as 
leading figures in German parliament, to 
give a speech about the team’s research 
on William Bartropp. Ethan spoke 
passionately about how this memorial 
day marks how now the only rivalries we 
see between Germany and England are 
those in football and how, because of war, 
William could not fulfil his life’s ambitions.

This project, linking football and the 
commemoration of those fallen, including 
players, highlighted the importance of the 
need for peace, the Christmas Truce and 
how, even in the dark days of war, football 
can unite even the coldest of rivalries.
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LFC WOMEN
LATEST ADDITIONS TO  RAINHILL SIXTH FORM CENTRE

Emily Hickey Left Back
Represented England at U16 level

Subjects: Sport, Psychology, English 
Language.

“Its been awesome.  The school and the club 
have really worked well together to help me.  I 
live in Orrel, which is quite far away, but the club 
have put on transport to allow me to come to 
Rainhill”.  

Isobel Binks Right Back

Subjects: Sport, Psychology, English 
Language.

“Everyone at Rainhill has been really supportive 
of our football and, especially with me being 
injured, this has meant its one less thing to worry 
about during my rehab.  It’s been boss”.

Melanie Barlow Centre Back

Subjects: Sport and Sociology

“The staff in the school have been very 
supportive since I started as I have made a few 
changes in the subjects that I have studied, but 
they have always given me the opportunity to try 
something to see if it was for me”.

Ashley Beard Centre Back

Subjects: Sport, Applied Science, 
Health & Social Care 

“The school have gone out of their way to help 
as much as they can. Everyone is really helpful 
and supportive”. 

Here come the girls!
As part of the professionalisation of women’s football, a number of 
the top clubs have set up academies, taking players aged from 16 
up to 21.  
England FA are fully supportive of this because they want to develop 
more home grown players and more internationals. As part of this 
move, they want U18 players to have access to more and better 
training, strength and conditioning etc. 

So, Liverpool FC have turned to Rainhill once again. 
From September 2018, four of their best Academy players – Melanie 
Barlow, Ashley Beard, Emily Hickey and Isobel Binks - started in the 
Sixth Form with more joining in September 2019.  They are studying 
a full course of A-Levels or BTEC Level 3. 
All four have been welcomed by the other Rainhill Sixth formers and 
they are doing well. 

STOP PRESS! - U18 Rainhill Girls’ Team In September 2019, Rainhill Sixth Form will have a girls U18 
football team.  They will be coached by Liverpool FC First Team 
Captain, Leandra Little.
The team will have some of the Liverpool Women’s players, but 
it is open to all, regardless of your football loyalties, and it will be 
a ‘Rainhill Sixth Form Team’. 
It doesn’t matter whether you play for Everton, or have never 
tried the game… 2019/20 season could be your breakthrough 
year!
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Facilities

Hire
ALL OF OUR GREAT FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE TO HIRE
PLEASE CONTACT MICHAEL TALLANT (COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OFFICER) IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE...

FACILITIES INCLUDE:

3g Floodlit Pitch
Sports Hall
Gymnasium
Tennis Courts
Grass Pitches
Computer Suites
Classrooms
Arts Theatre

For further information contact:
Michael Tallant, The Community Development Officer:
TEL: 01744 677205 (350) EMAIL: michael.tallant@rainhillhigh.org.uk

RAINHILL HIGH SCHOOL MEDIA ARTS COLLEGE
WARRINGTON ROAD RAINHILL MERSEYSIDE L35 6NY WWW.RAINHILLHIGHSCHOOL.ORG.UK


